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Ophiuchus 
Constellation

• Ophiuchus lies low in 
southern skies. It is a rather 
large diffuse constellation 
quite hard to define. Look for 
a large triangle of stars below 
The Keystone of Hercules. 
These mark the “top” of the 
constellation.

• It contains a huge number 
of interesting objects



The Night Sky 
Finder Chart



Poniatowski’s Bull ( Taurus Pontiatowski)

• Poniatowski’s Bull is an old 
constellation no longer in use 
named after a Polish King.

• It is a V-shaped set of stars 
which contain a few binocular 
doubles.

• It is best viewed in low power 
wide field binoculars and 
makes a fine sight.

• It lies east of Beta Ophiuchi.



Barnards Star

• Just to the right of 66 Oph
lies Barnards star.

• It is a red dwarf about 6 light 
years distant.

• It is famous as it has a proper 
motion of 10.3 arcseconds 
per year, the highest known 
of any star.

• It is easily visible in binoculars 
with a reddish hue.



IC 4665 – The 
Summer 
Beehive.

• IC 4665 is a large open 
cluster which resembles The 
Beehive in Cancer. Best viewed 
with wide field low power 
binoculars, it lies 1400 light 
years distant and is about 40 
million years old. The cluster is 
easy to find lying just north 
east of B Ophiuchi. See if you 
can tease out the Beehive 
shape.



Collinder 350 – A 
diffuse Open 
Cluster

Just below Gamma Ophiuchi ( 
Muliphen) lies the very diffuse 
Cr 350. The centre of this image 
is the centre of the cluster. Look 
for the beautiful arc of stars to 
the right of centre. With 
patience you will be able to pick 
put more cluster members from 
the background star field.



NGC 6633 – An 
Open Cluster

• Use the night sky finder chart to find NGC 
6633.

• The cluster lies about 1000 light years 
away and is about the size of a full moon. 

• Best seen in x15-20 binoculars it can be 
difficult to tease it apart from the 
background starfield but it is well worth 
the effort as numerous stars are visible.

• This image is a sketch with the cluster in 
the centre. The cluster stars are slightly 
brighter than the background field.



IC 4756 – An 
Open Cluster



NGC 6633 
and IC 4756


